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2019 2020 2021

Total Vessel Movements 3905 3238 3844

Total Commercial Vessel Movements Recorded via Southampton VTS

River Itchen Commercial Berths: -

ABP Empress Dock
ABP Berths 29-36
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• Phase 1 during 2021 saw our external contractor ‘SeaTech’ remove 2 large wrecks from the river.

• Our own workboat "Spartina" removed 5 other smaller wrecked and abandoned vessels.

Wrecked & Abandoned Vessel Removal – Phase 1 2021



Wreck Removal

Phase 2 began in May 2022, with a total 
of 18 wrecks removed from the area just 
above Northam Bridge.

Timelapse video shows wreck lifted 
from River Itchen - BBC News
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A total of 19 
wrecks were 

removed

Phase 3 began in October 2022



Abandoned and Illegally Moored Vessels

Since June this year, 22 abandoned and
illegally moored vessels have been removed
from the Northam Bridge area after being
given 28 day legal notices to move on. Many
more have also been recovered from the rest
of the Southampton SHA district.



Over the past 18 months, nearly 70 
wrecked, abandoned or illegally 
moored vessels have been removed 
and either sold or scrapped 
depending on their condition.

ABP has invested over £500,000 in 
this project so far, and will continue 
to do more in 2023, whilst also 
undertaking increased patrols of 
river moorings to manage and 
prevent illegal mooring in the future.



Spot the Yacht!
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